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Back to school!
September is a time when we think about returning to 
school – both as learners of all ages and as teachers.  
In keeping with the season, this issue focuses on 
best practice for teachers – ideas about how to use 
resources most effectively in teaching situations.
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As a source of reviewed literacy material … 

As many of you know, the Literacy BC Resource Centre 
is a great resource for literacy instructors, tutors and 
learners anywhere in BC. But how can one incorporate 
these resources into a real teaching situation? That is 
where ELMO Reviews can help, because it links the 
resource with teaching practice. Find out what others 
in the field have to say about a resource, and their 
suggestions about how to use it effectively with learners. 

As a teaching tool …

Carrie Cann, a literacy practitioner in Port Alberni 
and a valued member of the ELMO Reviews Working 
Committee, offered these ideas about how ELMO Reviews 
could be used as a teaching tool:

1.  Accessing ELMO on the computer is a lesson in 
itself

Many of Carrie’s students, who range in age from 19 to 
65, have had very little experience with computers (and, in 
fact, even accessing one is a challenge).  Helping them to 
use ELMO Reviews is an excellent starting place for them 
to begin to be comfortable using a computer.

2.  Use the reviews as reading material

Teachers can use the reviews posted on ELMO Reviews as 
a reading exercise. If students read a review of a book that 
they have all read, there can be a good discussion about 
whether they agree with the review or not. Carrie also 
suggests that this would give students an opportunity to 
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learn about new books and choose something they might 
like to read. If they are able to read through the reviews, 
maybe they will stumble across a book that sparks their 
interest!

3.  Have students write a review

Carrie recommends that writing a review for ELMO is 
an excellent lesson idea.  It could be a writing exercise 
and help with such skills as correct paragraph structure.  
Students could also do a review as a group – this may be a 
little less intimidating and a way to get them started.

It may also be a great way to get some students started 
reading something, especially if they know right at the 
beginning that they are reading the material in order to 
obtain their opinion.

Writing a review also helps students to formulate their 
opinions about what they like to read – a great way to 
encourage them to express their own thoughts and ideas. 
Then, by seeing their review published on the ELMO 
Reviews website, students can see that their opinions are 
important and valued.

4.  And what about an online Book Club!

Carrie also suggests a great idea for a new feature of 
ELMO – an online book club!  Several students could read 
the same novel at the same pace and post their thoughts!  
Anyone could participate, and it would be a great way 
to help students stay interested and on the computer. It 
would also be a valuable strategy for teachers to learn 
which books interest the students.
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In July 2008, Nancy Anderson (Project Coordinator) 
approached Evelyn Battell, a well-respected and 
experienced practitioner in the literacy field, for her views 
on adult learners and best practice. Here is a summary of 
her words of wisdom.

Think about what learners may get out of reading

Learners join a literacy program to improve their reading 
for a number of reasons – to earn their grade 12, to be 
able to help their kids with homework, to help them get a 
better job, etc.  As teachers, we may see other benefits to 
reading – entertainment, expanding knowledge, broadening 
world experience, validating and understanding our own 
lives – but remember these are “our” reasons and may or 
may not be the learner’s reasons.   

Understand your role and the role of the learner

Often instructors are not given enough training to 
understand that learners are fully capable and experienced 
adults. Give learners credit for their skills and experience, 
respect their wishes and decisions, and adjust your 
approach accordingly.  In your relationship with a learner, 
be aware of your role and their role – and understand the 
jobs that each of you have to do. Working with a learner’s 
motivation, the instructor’s role is to bring interesting 
materials to the learner and to know a variety of ways to 
make the reading go smoothly. It is the learner’s role to be 
willing to try things out and keep themselves safe.

Choose materials that fit learner’s needs and 
interests

Ideally you would have access to good literacy materials 
from which you can choose. It is well worth it to take the 
time to build up a good collection.

Choose stories with learners
Discuss the selection of materials with learners, so learners 
can choose stories of interest. For teacher-led sessions, the 
instructor will make better choices of materials knowing 
what learners are interested in.

Discuss beforehand, stories that may trigger emotions
To read a story of someone who has lived through a 
similar circumstance to our own – a story that resonates 
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with our own life – can be a profound and moving 
experience.  Discuss with learners in advance what the 
reading is about and be prepared if there is any chance that 
the material will trigger something for a learner. Talk to the 
students about their responsibility to keep themselves safe 
– and to say when a story is pushing their buttons and they 
do not want to continue with it.   

Choose material they can read with ease and pleasure
It is important to give learners material that they can read 
easily.  By doing so, they will want to read more, and as 
they read more, not only will their confidence improve, but 
their reading will improve.   

Talk to learners about using difficult material  
If you use difficult materials, discuss this with your learners 
to ensure that this is what they wish to do. See how it goes 
– and constantly check-in with them to see if they wish 
to continue.  Obtain their feedback afterwards about the 
experience, and evaluate whether this is a good approach.

Decoding is not the best choice

Teaching learners to “decode” word by word is not the 
best primary approach.  Adults are different than children, 
and teaching them to decode words can be a very tedious 
process that results in progress that is far too slow to 
make a functional difference in their lives. 

Keep follow-up activities short and pertinent

The follow-up work that is done with a resource should 
never take longer than the time that it took to read to 
book or watch the video.   Encourage oral presentations 
which allow learners to express their own thoughts.  Use 
the material to inspire them to write and express their 
own ideas e.g., to remember something about their own 
lives.  Use the material to encourage discussion about 
different perspectives and points of view.

Use instructor manuals with caution

Instructional material can be a helpful source of ideas and 
step-by-step guidelines. However, the content must always 
be adjusted to the particular needs of learners. Learn 
the instructional principles, and then adapt them to your 
learners.
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Spotlight on literacy: Evelyn Battell
Evelyn Battell has taught Literacy/ABE for nearly 30 years and at one time was editor 
of The Literacy Materials Bulletin.  She has written classroom materials, done research 
and program evaluations. A number of her works can be accessed through NALD’s 
lists of ABE material. Evelyn is not currently teaching but continues to be interested in 
research and material development projects. She is currently involved as a researcher 
for Moving Research on Violence and Learning into Practice; we look forward to 
reading the products from this project, expected out in the fall of 2008. 
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What are your top 5 picks for teaching adult and family 
learners? Here are ours.  Add your review to the ELMO 
Reviews website – the more reviews of a single resource, 
the better!

Canadian Adult Reading Assessment (CARA)
Pat Campbell & Flo Brokop, Grassroots Press, 2000

CARA provides placement and diagnostic information and 
identifies reading patterns, enabling you to choose effective 
teaching strategies.

Available for loan. Read or write ELMO Reviews for this title at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=273

Five great teaching resources

Changing the Way weTeach Math
Kate Nonesuch, Malaspina University College, 2006

For math instructors interested in changing their teaching 
practice to more closely follow the recommendations from 
the research on teaching numeracy to adults.

Available for loan. Online at 
http://www.nald.ca/library/learning/mathman/mathman.pdf 
Read or write ELMO Reviews for this title at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=325

New resources to borrow from Literacy BC’s Provincial Literacy Resource Centre
Be sure to check the 2008 Instructional, Tutor & Learner Resources listing at 
http://www2.literacy.bc.ca/library_docs/InstructLearnerResources2008.doc

You’ll find an extensive list of books, audio-visuals and Web sites with curricula, DVDs, educational comic books, books on 
current issues, tutor resources, novels for learners, and more. Anyone in BC can borrow materials, at no cost, by mail.

For other new resources that you can borrow, go to www2.literacy.bc.ca/resourcs/newresc.htm 
or search the online catalogue at www2.literacy.bc.ca/catalogue and order your loans online.

Cognitive Education Workshop: 
Learning to Learn
Louise Lemieux et al, Centre DEBAT 
Montreal, 2006

A resource about cognitive re-education 
that helps instructors of adult literacy focus 
on giving a fundamental learning know-how 
to students.

Available for loan. 
Read or write ELMO Reviews for this title at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=250

Learning to Learn: a Living 
Resource for Literacy 
Practitioners and Adult 
Educators
Nunavut Literacy Council, 2004

This comprehensive resource brings 
together in one place practical information 
about teaching adult literacy learners.

Available for loan. Online at 
http://www.nald.ca/library/learning/lern2lrn/lern2lrn.pdf 
Read or write ELMO Reviews for this title at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=306

Literacy Tutor’s Guide: Adult Tutoring
Centre for Family Literacy, 2006

This useful guide pulls together all the best strategies 
tutors can use with adult learners for both reading and 
writing

Available for loan. Read or write ELMO Reviews for this title at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=295

ENTER AND WIN!
a gift certificate to a bookstore!
We are pleased to announce our first ever ELMO 
Reviews Contest. From September 1 until December 1 
2008, we will be keeping track of how many reviews are 
submitted, and will give a prize to:

• the person who writes the most mini-reviews AND

• the person who writes the most field reviews

The lucky winners will receive a gift certificate worth $25 
to a bookstore of their choice.

To enter, simply log in and start writing your 
reviews! 
Contact us for more information.
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The ELMO Reviews team    Deb Monkman, Project Manager    Doreen MacLean, Technical Coordinator    Nancy Anderson, Project Coordinator

Add your voice

Visit www.ELMOreviews.ca and add your voice! You can 
add a resource, comment on a review, or write a review.

•	 Add a resource to the database that you think others 
in the literacy field should know about – book, website, 
or audio-visual.

•	 Comment on someone else’s review – what was 
your experience with the resource?

•	 Write a mini-review – your opinion, short and simple, 
and star rating of a resource.

If you are someone who is working directly with learners, 
you may also be interested in writing a field review. 
Contact library@literacy.bc.ca to learn how.

Please contact us for more information, for help using the 
website, to send us your reviews, borrow resources, or to 
give feedback. We particularly welcome feedback on the 
site in order to improve it.

Literacy BC, 601-510 West Hasting Street, Vancouver, BC  V6B 1L8   

604-684-0624 ext.105 or 1-888-READ-234 (toll free in BC)

library@literacy.bc.ca

Contact us
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The Healthy Aboriginal Network
Ellen Szita
Orca Press
for their donations of review copies

Thanks to ...

If you have any ideas for future newsletters – themes, res-
ources, people to interview – we would love to hear them!

Have an idea for a future 
ELMO Newsletter?

ESI: Essential Skills Investigation [DVD]
Sto:lo Nation Human Resources Development, 2007

Useful for those already familiar with Essential 
Skills
Review by Maureen Mills

A short but interesting mystery that focuses on 
which of the nine essential skills are ignored in a fatal, 
but preventable accident involving an explosion. The 
vocabulary is formal and at an upper-intermediate 
level, with the actors delivering their lines quickly. 
An introduction and discussion of the nine Essential 
Skills at the beginning of the DVD would enhance the 
learner’s understanding of the story.

I would use this material with a 
class that has already become 
familiar with the nine Essential 
Skills which include Reading Text, 
Document Use, Numeracy, Writing, 
Oral Communication, Working 
with Others, Thinking Skills, 
Computer Use and Continuous 
Learning. This DVD would support 
the importance and relevance of 
employees learning the various essential skills that are 
needed to perform their jobs safely and effectively.

Read or write reviews at:
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=305


