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BC’s FAMILY LITERACY WEEK, 25-31 January 2009

Every year, the last week of January is Family Literacy Week in
British Columbia. Family literacy programs, libraries and their
communities across the province organize fun events to get
families involved in reading together — and to remind everyone
that reading at home is the most important thing we can do to
prepare our kids to succeed in school and beyond.

Explore these resources with your family!

Literacy BC recommends the great resources listed here for
families to enjoy together.

amily Math Fun

ate Nonesuch.Vancouver Island University, 2008

Available free here: http://www.nald.callibrary/learning/familymath/cover.htm
o borrow from the Provincial Literacy Resource Centre, email
brary@literacy.bc.ca

A collection of activities for parents and kids to do together, or for kids to do
ith other adults, such as teachers, caregivers, and Strong Start facilitators.

he author, Kate Nonesuch, tells us about making calendars:

One of my favorite activities from the book is to invite parents and kids to
bersonalize a calendar.

starting with the child’s birthday, together they find the day and month in the
alendar and mark it with a sticker or a drawing and the child’s name, then go
on to the birthdays of other family members, friends, extended families, and
other celebrations. Each day gets marked with a sticker and a word. Once the
alendar is complete, it hangs on the wall for a year, and the child can refer to it
s the special days come and go.

he calendars make great gifts for grandparents or aunts and uncles, to help
hem remember family occasions, and making several calendars to give as gifts
einforces the math thinking involved in measuring time.

Leap, learn, play ...
LEAP BC™

Children learn through play, and they
learn best when learning is active. LEAP
BC™ family resources encourage
families to spend time together playing
and learning in an active way.

The LEAP BC™ family resources
provide parents and caregivers with
ideas for simple and fun activities that
integrate literacy, physical activity and
healthy eating.

The activities are easy to follow and
can be done indoors or outdoors,
with minimal or no equipment.When
equipment is required, everyday
household items are transformed into
objects like bean bags, stilts or musical
instruments.

Learn about resources you can use with
your children at:
http:/lwww.20 | Olegaciesnow.com/4 19/

LEAP BC™ has been developed by 2010
Legacies Now in partnership with the
Province of BC and the University of
Victoria.

Find Family Literacy Programs in your BC community

1-888-READ-234

The BC Literacy Directory — the easy way to find programs
to improve reading, writing and English language skills for all ages




family literacy resources for parents and children

| Love When You Read (DVD)
Tremain Media Inc. British Columbia, 2007.

“l Love When You Read” shows parents and caregivers how to help children learn to love
reading and how easy it can be to create a home where literacy is naturally encouraged.
This DVD is widely available in public libraries, or can be borrowed from the Provincial
Literacy Resource Centre. For purchase information, contact:

Tremain Media, 250-286-3690. http://www.tremainmedia.com/

| Love When You Count (DVD)
Tremain Media Inc. British Columbia, 2008.

Following on the success of “| Love When You Read,” Tremain Media has released “| Love
When You Count.” This new DVD provides early-literacy numeracy learning for parents
and caregivers of children from ages 0-7.

Check with your local public library, or borrow from the Provincial Literacy Resource
Centre. For purchase information, contact Tremain Media (see above). In addition, Rotary
International organizes initiatives where the DVD is given free to families. Learn more here:
http:/lwww.rotary5020.org/literacyli-love-when-we-count.php

Welcome Song for Baby
Richard Van Camp. BC: Orca Book Publishers, 2007.

A book for parents or caregivers to read to very young infants. It reflects Canada’s
multicultural heritage and the simple words and large printing make it suitable for a new
reader.The gentle lyrical style of the words appeals to babies. Part of the 2008 Books for
BC Babies program.

Help Your Child Read and Write: It’s as Easy as ABC
Ricki Goldstein Shlien. Montreal, 2007.

A 20 page booklet geared to parents and caregivers. Encouraging suggestions for parents
to help their children read and write — one for each letter of the alphabet.

My Mummy Couldn’t Read
Carey Rigby-Wilcox. Saskatchewan: Unique Creations Inc, 2007.

A beautiful, illustrated children’s story written from the view point of a young boy. It
describes his mother’s lifelong struggle with reading and how she overcomes it. Read
online or order at http://www.seeabook.com/mummy.htm

You Make the Difference in Helping Your Child Learn
Ayala Molson.Toronto: Hanen Early Language Program, 2007.

_ In clear, simple language, this book offers practical suggestions for interacting with children
The Difference in a supportive way that encourages learning.A limited amount of text on each page is

I Helping Your Child Learn accompanied by colourful illustrations and cartoons.The intended audience is parents
of young children but the information could also be useful for other caregivers of young
children.




