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Off to a great start!
The ELMO Reviews website is already a month old!  An exciting 
new project of Literacy BC, it is a place to find and review adult 
and family literacy resources, such as books, websites, and DVDs.  
Visit www.ELMOreviews.ca and look around.

Learners, tutors and teachers are all starting to contribute to ELMO Reviews, by writing 
comments and reviews. Here is a recently submitted field review, using the ELMO 
Reviews template, by a reviewer who used a book with a group of parents and children. 
See page 3 for mini-reviews.

A Cow, a Bee, a Cookie, and Me

Art and literacy.  A field review by Helen S.

Resource Review: Children love to make dough and to use 
cookie cutters. It is possible to push paper clips deep into the 
dough to give it a hanger. While working, we continue to talk and 
use the vocabulary introduced in the story.

Please give more details about how you used the 
material and why you feel it would be effectively used 
in this or other settings: I read the story to the group. Then 
parent and child made a salt dough together. 3 parts flour, 1 part 
salt and 2 parts flour. We measured and mixed the dry ingredients 
and then added the wet. We used our hands and kneaded the 
dough and used rolling pins to roll it out and cookie cutters to cut 
out shapes. They placed them on parchment paper. I baked them at 
250 F for 30-60 minutes depending on thickness. I brought them 
back to a later class for painting with tempera paints.

Do you have any concerns/cautions/warnings about the 
content? No. Except that the weight measurement in Honey 
Biscuits can be a bit confusing for learners. I prefer “A Cow, a 
Bee, a Cookie and Me” because it uses cups and teaspoons etc.

Format: Book or report

Type of Setting: Large Group Setting (6+)

Suitable For: Parent and child together

Suggested Uses: Personal/individual use, One to One, Small 
Group Setting (2-5), Large Group Setting (6+)

Criteria Not 
acceptable

Acceptable Good N/A

Content
Free of bias for 
age, gender, sexual 
orientation, race, etc.



Interest and appeal
Of interest to learners; 
content engaging 

Successful with learners 
Visually appealing 
Clear Language and Design
Clear design (appro-
priate font, spacing, use 
of white space)

 


Clear language (easy 
to read, follow and 
understand; plain/
common vocabulary)



Illustrations (pictures, 
maps, photos or other 
visualization aids)



Ease of Use
Easy to use 
Extra Features
Colour pictures 

To read more reviews, go to https://www.elmoreviews.ca/reviews.php



www.ELMOreviews.ca	 page 2

Sweetness in Life: The Diabetes Story
Doug Cuthand and Tasha Hubbard, Kelowna BC, Filmwest 
Associates 2007 [4 DVDs]

Here is a sample of the many new resources in our Provincial Literacy Resource Centre. Contact us to borrow these and 
other materials, or ask us to suggest resources that you might enjoy.

Yellow Line
Sylvia Olsen, Victoria BC, Orca 
Soundings, 2005

This novel, intended for young 
readers but also appropriate for 
new adult readers, tells the story 
of a young man growing up in a BC 
village divided by racial issues.

New resources to borrow from Literacy BC’s Provincial Literacy Resource Centre

Pain and Wastings
Carrie Mac, Victoria BC, Orca 
Soundings, 2008

This novel is set in the 
Downtown Eastside and written 
by a local paramedic.

Star Power: the Legend 
and Lore of Cyclone 
Taylor
J. Lorimer, Record Books, Toronto, 
2008

Written for readers over 12, this 
is the story of Fred “Cyclone” 
Taylor, one of Canada’s greatest 
athletes.

Essential Skills: Skills to Build On
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada

Providing valuable information about essential skills, these 
resources from Human Resources and Skills Development 
Canada can be found on the Essential Skills website and 
are available to borrow through the Resource Centre.

http://srv108.services.gc.ca/english/general/home_e.shtml

High interest fiction Instructional materials

And DVDs too!

find and review adult and family literacy resources	 for literacy providers, tutors, learners and librarians

For other new resources that you can borrow, go to 
www2.literacy.bc.ca/resourcs/newresc.htm 
or search the online catalogue at 
www2.literacy.bc.ca/catalogue/

Living with Stress
Judy Murphy, Grass Roots Press, 
2005

The first of 4 books in the Easy-
to-Read Health Series offers tips 
and exercises for dealing with 
stress.

This aboriginal diabetes series 
features knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic hosts discussing 
healthy eating and physical 
activities. It has community profiles 
and interviews with elders, role 
models and health practitioners 
from across Canada.

Read a review at 
https://www.elmoreviews.ca/product_view.php?id=238
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The ELMO Reviews team    Deb Monkman, Project Manager    Doreen MacLean, Technical Coordinator    Nancy Anderson, Project Coordinator

Add your voice

Visit www.ELMOreviews.ca and add your voice! You can add a resource, comment on a review, or write a review.

•	 Add a resource to the database that you think others in the literacy field should know about 
– book, website, or audio-visual.

•	 Comment on someone else’s review – what was your experience with the resource?

•	 Write a mini-review – it’s easy! Mini-reviews are your opinion – short and simple – and star rating of a resource.

If you are someone who is working directly with learners, you may also be interested in writing a field review. 
Contact library@literacy.bc.ca to learn how.

Please contact us for more information, for help using the 
website, to send us your reviews, borrow resources, or to 
give feedback. We particularly welcome feedback on the 
site in order to improve it.

Literacy BC, 601-510 West Hasting Street, Vancouver, BC  V6B 1L8   

604-684-0624 ext.105 or 1-888-READ-234 (toll free in BC)

library@literacy.bc.ca

Contact us

find and review adult and family literacy resources	 for literacy providers, tutors, learners and librarians

Two recent mini-reviews

Healthy Roads Media
www.healthyroadsmedia.org

Website conveys health information for 
ESL users: A mini-review by Erin Cathro

Good multi-sensory resource for ESL students, 
instructors and health care providers. This website 
provides free and basic health information in many 
languages in a simple format.

The user can choose written handouts in the PDF 
format, a multimedia format with text, audio and 
graphics and an audio MP3 sound format. Healthy 
Roads continues to include more topics and 
languages.

Lesia’s Dream
Laura Langston, 2003

Immigration to Canada: A mini-review by Norma Scott

A family immigrates to Canada just prior to WWI to escape persecution and poverty in the Ukraine.   
They struggle to establish a homestead and a new life on the Canadian Prairies.  They are faced with 
suspicion and prejudice, in large part due to their inability to communicate in English.  Classified as a 
‘youth’ novel (Grades 4-7), but adult ESL learners will relate to this story.


